February 17, 2008

Fallen Hero Fund

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Dear Supporters:

It is with deep gratitude that I write this letter of sincere thanks for the outpouring of support shown to me and my family through the Fallen Hero Fund.  Although this expression of my gratitude is long overdue, I want to express to you that the fund has been a source of comfort to us since tragedy struck our lives on August 10, 2005.

The months in the hospital following the shooting were arduous, painful, and difficult in many ways.  Knowing that the citizens of Baton Rouge were opening their hearts to us in such a generous way made those months easier to endure.  Upon my release from the hospital and return to my home to continue my therapy and recovery, I was very thankful to be able to access the funds donated to help us through a difficult financial time.

I want you to know that we have been extremely prudent with your generosity.  We have deliberated carefully each time we have accessed the fund to meet our financial needs and I want you to know that we are aware of your compassion each and every time we utilize the fund.  As I continue therapy and recovery efforts, it has certainly been a godsend.

The Fallen Hero Fund continues to be a great source of comfort to me today.  I know that many of the people who contributed made a sacrifice to do so.  I am honored to know that the sacrifice of my fellow police officers in August of 2005, Neal Noel, and in particular the ultimate sacrifice paid by Terry Melancon, inspired a spirit of sacrifice among this community.  

I remain always grateful for the Fallen Hero Fund as I continue my recovery efforts today.

Sincerely,

Dennis Smith

